
FOREWORD

Two years passed after publishing last “Special Issue on Steel Pipes and Tubes” and the 

environment surrounding the pipe business has undergone enormous changes during this 

period. Led by China, steel production has increased greatly. World crude steel 

production exceeded 1 billion tons per year in 2004 and is continuing to grow. Furthermore, 

in the steel industry, a large-scale merger and acquisition is underway. The pipe sector has 

also changed significantly. In particular, China has dramatically increased its production of 

pipe and tubes during the last 10 years. As a total of seamless and welded pipes, China’s 

production in 2005 was approximately 26 million tons, or 1/3 of the world total. Against the 



This special issue reports results of research about 12% Cr martensite stainless steel for 

line pipes and safety of the pipeline. We are happy if we have you understand one end of the 

activity based on JFE Steel’s Corporate Vision in which technology development is our core 

competency.


